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October 2011

First Presbyterian Church
of McAllen

Over the past several Sundays,
we've been working our way
through Paul's letter to Philippi,
and as we have moved through the
letter, we see an overarching
theme of transformation in and
through Christ. Throughout Paul's
letter, he invites us, body and soul,
to experience "encouragement in
Christ … consolation from love …
fellowship (Koinonia) in the Spirit …
compassion, sympathy-the glory of living that is
Christ."

Many in our congregation have been praying for
transformation, for change of heart and spirit. We
have been persistent in our prayers for ourselves
and for the church we love. We have not given up
when things seemed bleak. And those prayers are
- YES! - being answered! Arms are opening wide
in welcome. Hearts are opening wide to strang-
ers. Eyes are opening wide to seeing what new
things God is doing in the world. Ears are opening
wide to God's call in each of our own lives. We
are seeing the results! … when we get out of our
own way by emptying ourselves of our need for
control and look instead to the interests of
others. These practices flow from our deepening
relationship with Christ. Over time as we become
more practiced at asking ourselves the question,
"What would Jesus have me do?" we see that in
living out the answers, we become more open to
what God is calling us to be and to do in the
world.

Sometimes, I'll admit, when we read that Jesus
emptied himself (Philippians 2:1-12), we think,
"Oh, that was Jesus … That wasn't God ... and
that's certainly not me!" We try to shield our-
selves from the idea that even God empties God's
self … We try to separate Jesus from God and
forget that God's nature is also Jesus' nature. And
we protest that there's no way we can ever be

Christ-like "enough." First, in the
creation story, we see the very
character of God: "All of God's
acts, blessings, and delights in
creating are for others." God is
dramatically invested in life on
earth. God is love. Having God's
nature, Jesus - God with us -
Immanuel - shows us the way of
love, justice and joy, sensitivity to
the vulnerabilities and sufferings

of others. When we allow ourselves to be obedi-
ent to the call of Christ, we also visit, feed, aid,
embrace, and speak truth fearlessly, even when
obedience means death … death to our own ego,
to our own need for control, to our own demands.
We are able to empty ourselves to the degree
that we are able to be concerned for others
beyond our own self-interest, beyond obsession
with achievements and guilt over failures, beyond
self itself!

And I see it happening in this congregation!

We are growing in our spiritual experience to-
gether! By actively participating in this commu-
nity of faith with each other - with grace, mutual
respect, and compassion - we are living the
reality that nothing can separate us from God's
love.

And to God be the Glory!

May the fullness of God be within you until you
can't NOT keep yourself from answering God's
call on your life to share God's love and grace
anywhere and everywhere.

"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit" (Philemon 1:20).

Love and Blessings to all,

~Linda
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The Rev. David Reed
The Rev. Linda Whitworth-Reed

Church Office ...................................... (956) 682-2836
David’s Direct Line .............................. (956) 607-9724
Linda’s Direct Line .............................. (956) 607-9725
Church Email ....................................... church@fpcmcallen.com
David’s Email ...................................... david@fpcmcallen.com
Linda’s Email ....................................... linda@fpcmcallen.com

Need to reach the Church or Co-Pastors?

July/August Newsletter Deadline - Oct 19
email articles/photos to news@fpmcallen.com

Bennie & Janette McDonald

Don & Sandra Videan

3 - Marilyn Jones

Marcos Turk

Sebastian Turk

4 - Don Videan

6 - Bill King

7 - Sandra Videan

9 - Nancy Haughn

Adela Zamora

10 - Margaret Fisher

James Warren

11 - Carole Collins

12 - Joan Amweg

13 - Max Magee

15 - Alice Tavarez

20 - George Jones

24 - Rosemary Childers

25 - Rick Sunday

Shawnee J. Wimberley

26 - Raymond Jenkins III

Ann Williams

27 - Graham Garfield

31 - Ismael Javier Cantú

Calling Coordinators
Administration: Bill Bohart
Christian Education: Ann Williams & Elizabeth Gearhart
Congregational Care: Mary Cloud & Gwyn Kozma
Evangelism: Jeff Schmatz & Pat Moyer
Worship: Anna Bohart
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Remember these People in your Prayers
Valerie Alexander, Anita Allen, Chris
Anderson, Dorinda Brewer, Jeanne
Brewton, Mandy Burger, Dr. Juan
Campos, Carmen Rafaela Colvin,
Melba Cox, Carol Crosby, Scott Davis,
David Day, Scott Eubanks, Linda
Evans, Matthew Garza, Karen & Wade
Gibson, Carolyn Gillies, Steve
Gonzalez, Bob Hensley, Ruth Hodge,
Thomas Hoffman, Christopher Houpt,
Rachel Houpt, Valentina Huerta, Daniel

Jamsa, Maureen
Johnston, George Jones,
Shirley Leonard, Bill

Martin, Britt
Mattsson-Bozé,
Nathan &
Marisol Mesta,

Victoria
Montemayor,

Cheryl Moreno,
Michael

Orchowski, John
Parks, Taylor

SCOTT DAVIS
Son of Ann Sahadi’s friend

NATHAN & MARISOL MESTA
Son and daughter-in-law of Greta Mesta

JASON SCHNEIDER
Nephew of Doug & Debra Schneider

LAUREN SCHNEIDER
Daughter of Doug & Debra Schneider

Remember Our Service People
BARBARA STEVENS
Daughter of Greta Mesta

JUSTIN ZELLER
grandson of Barbara Hervey

Payne, Owen Peters, David Pippin, Pip
Pippin, James Poore, Sheryl Risica,
Barry Rock, Laurie Rock, Dave
Rozinski, Richard Sahadi, Rita Sanchez,
Jason Schneider, Lauren Schneider,
Jeremy Schmatz & Family, Nancy
Shepard, Scott Shipley, Grace Shrum,
Peggy Steiner, Robert Stephens, Bar-
bara Stevens, James Stewart M.D.,
Marge Stup, Judy Suter, Gail Vorbach
Toomey, Kathy Trevino, Meg Walkup,
Erik Waters, Diedre Wells, Jack &
Martha Whetsel, Marianne Wharton,
Wanda Whitworth, Bill Wilson, Michael
Wilson, Susan Zabel, Justin Zeller, Our
children, youth, college students &
young adults.

SHUT-INS: Anita Allen, Kitty Cloud,
John Gillies, Gin Offerman, Milt
Palmer.
(NOTE: If you would like to add a name to the
list, please fill out a card located in the "Ritual
of Friendship" book and drop it in the offering
plate.)
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Things You Should Know About at FPC
The Worship Calling is looking for people INTERESTED IN HELPING PLAN SPECIAL SERVICES for October 2
(World Communion), Oct. 16 (Children's Sabbath), Oct. 30 (Reformation/All Saints' Day), and the Sundays of
Advent starting November 27 - December 25.  Contact Anna Bohart, Worship Calling Coordinator
(AnnaBohart@aol.com or 956.454.8917) for more information.

The PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S NEXT MONTHLY MEETING will be Saturday, October 8, in the Parlor from
9:30-11:00 a.m.  As a consequence of the last meeting in which the PW discussed "What is God calling us to
do?," the group will begin the bible study series "Confessing the Beatitudes," which focuses on seeking God's
direction in our lives.  For further information, contact Sher Wilkes at 648-4983.

SAVE THE DATE: Come join us for soup and cornbread on Sunday, October 23, immediately following worship.
Congregational Care will have a short presentation on Care-giving Clusters which will start in the spring.  This is
a program to provide friendship, encouragement and spiritual support for all members of our church family.
Hope to see everyone there!

THE FPC PRAYER QUILT MINISTRY meets twice each month on the first and third Tuesdays in the Parlor
from 8:30-11:30 a.m.  Join the Prayer Quilt Ministry to tie prayer knots, design or construct a quilt!
Refreshments will be served.  If you have any questions, please call Shirley Pippin at 358.0591.

ANNOUNCEMENTS DURING WORSHIP … Worship announcements will be made by our liturgist.  Please turn
in handwritten/typed announcements to the office no later than the Thursday prior to that Sunday's service.

Your child through 2nd grade, is welcome in CHILDREN'S CHURCH.  Each Sunday after the children's sermon,
children enjoy activities around a particular bible story and receive a small snack.  Adela Zamora cares for
babies and toddlers in the nursery and provides continuity for the children listening to the story and doing
activities.  We plan to incorporate "Godly Play" materials into the program in the fall.  We hope your children
will attend and we are eager to get your feedback.

THE PASTOR IS ACCESSIBLE TO YOU … When you need to reach The  Rev. Linda Whitworth-Reed,
especially right away, please use her direct line (956.607.9725).  If she doesn't answer right away, leave a voice
or text message.  She'll get back with you as soon as possible.  You may also reach Linda via email
(linda@fpcmcallen.com).  Generally, the church office is open Monday-Thursday, 8-5:00 p.m. and Fridays, 8-
3:00 p.m.  Please note that the office lunch-hour break can vary anywhere from noon-2:30 p.m.  Drop-ins are
acceptable, but it would be preferable to call the office (682.2836) and make an appointment if you need to see
the Pastor.  Friday is Linda's Sabbath.

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS for each Sunday's Worship Service are available in the Narthex.  Please ask an
Usher for one.

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS … First Presbyterian Church of McAllen takes communion to shut-ins, a service
of our session.  Call the church office (682.2836) to add someone to the list.  Contact Mary Cloud
(956.500.7799), Congregational Care Liaison, for more info.

THE FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY NEEDS YOUR ASSISTANCE … We are changing things up!  We now serve
fellowship between Sunday School and Worship.  We are asking people to sign up for one Sunday to host.
This will include greeting people and providing "healthy" snacks.  (We are trying to cut back on sugar.)  If you
would like to host one Sunday, please sign-up in the hallway, where you will see a new poster.  A reminder
postcard will be sent a week ahead.  Thank you. - The Fellowship Ministry

NOTIFYING THE CHURCH REGARDING HOSPITALIZATIONS … The Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPPA) for privacy makes it more complicated for congregations to inquire of some
hospitals regarding members who are patients.  The Pastoral Staff of First Presbyterian Church-McAllen wants
to be available to members and their loved ones at such times.  To notify the church of hospitalizations and/or
any other pastoral care needs, contact either The Rev. Linda Whitworth-Reed (956.607.9725) or Michael in the
church office (956.682.2836).
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WEEKLY PRAYER BREAKFAST … The Prayer Breakfast group meets regularly each Friday at 7:00 a.m. at
Denny's on Nolana in McAllen.  For more information contact either Rick Sunday (956.457.6116) or Mitch
Magee (607.9371, mmagee@jonescook.com).

HELP US GROW YOUNG DISCIPLES … Are you interested in sharing your time and talents by helping
grow young disciples through teaching?  Through music?  Through art?  If so, please contact Linda
Whitworth-Reed (linda@fpcmcallen.com or 956.607.9725).

THE LYNN FLOWERS PRESCHOOL would like to ask for your assistance in making sure that when you
enter/exit the church courtyard that the gates are securely closed and fastened behind you.  Thank you.

GOD'S GREAT GIFTS meets bi-monthly on the second and fourth Tuesdays.  This is a time of creativity,
conversation, and prayer.  Come and bring your craft project (knitting, kaleido-cycles, paper-folding, painting,
etc.).  Join us from 7:00-8:30 p.m. at Mary Cloud's house (1105 Maple, McAllen).  For more information, call
Mary at 956.500.7799 or Sarah Henkel at 201.456.5952.  It's fun!

In this day of technology we tend to forget that not all of us are email fanatics!  IF YOU WOULD LIKE A
PHONE CALL CONCERNING ILLNESSES AND LOSSES, please call Congregational Care Calling co-chair
Gywn Kozma at 956.630.3678 and give her your name and phone numbers.  If there is no answer, leave a
number and someone will get back to you.  We will call and let you know.  God bless.  - Congregational
Care Calling

The Library Ministry exists to minister to the needs of our church family, friends, and visitors.  Please check
carefully to see if you have ITEMS FROM THE LIBRARY.  If so, return them to the library or the church
office at this time, so we can update our database regarding available materials.  If you need to continue
using an item, just inform one of the following members of the Library ministry: Vera Barnes, Joan Graham,
Carolyn Gillies or Jan Seale.

NEEDED: VOLUNTEER SOUNDBOARD OPERATOR.  There are many ways to serve your church family.
Maybe you'd like to learn how to operate the soundboard in worship?  We could use a few good volunteers.
If this sounds like a place God is calling you to help your church, Rene Villarreal and Mitch Magee are ready
and willing to check you out on our sound system.  Please call Worship Calling Coordinator, Elder Anna
Bohart (956.454.8917) or send your email to AnnaBohart@aol.com.  Thanks.

FOOD DRIVE … The Evangelism Calling is sponsoring a food drive to benefit the Food Bank of the RGV.
The Food Bank is in extreme need due to the increased requests for assistance from those less fortunate
than us.  If you would like to participate in this effort, please bring your donations to the church at your
convenience.  Donations of protein-based foods such as canned tuna, chicken, beans and peanut butter are
especially desired!

HELPING HANDS IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE.  If you ever need help with a minor fix-it job at home, contact
Dick Kozma at 956.630.3678.

The church conducts a BILINGUAL WORSHIP SERVICE each Sunday in the Sanctuary at 5:00 p.m.
Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring a friend.

Andrés Garcia leads a BILINGUAL BIBLE STUDY every Wednesday at 9:15 a.m. in the Parlor.  Barbara
Hervey then hosts an "ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE" class immediately following the Bible Study.
If you know anyone who would like to explore the bible in English/Spanish and then tackle the English
language afterwards, please invite them to attend.

...Things You Should Know cont’d
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Save the Date:
Oct. 23
Come join us for soup and cornbread on
October 23, 2011
immediately following worship.
Congregational Care will have a short
presentation on Care-giving Clusters
which will start in the spring.

 This is a program to provide friendship,
encouragement and spiritual support for
all members of our church family.

Hope to see everyone there!

Lord,
we need
rain!

Thursday, September 29, 2011
11:15am-1:00pm

Session Room

…Watch excerpts from the
inspirational video, a true story,

"Faith Like Potatoes."

…Bring your own sack lunch.
Coffee, tea and dessert will be

provided.

…PRAY for RAIN, and for families
affected by fires in Texas.

Sponsored by Presbyterian
Women, but ALL are invited.

Presbyterian Women

Monthly meeting
October 8, 2011, 9:30-11 AM

Church Parlor

At our September meeting, we discussed,
"What is God calling us to do."

Join us as we begin the Bible study,
"Confessing the Beatitudes",

seeking God's direction in our lives.

For further information,
contact Sher Wilkes, 648-4983.
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letter from presbytery
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SESSION NOTES
Session decided at the September 20, 2011 meeting:

1. To approve the transfer of membership for Cliff and Donita O'Donnell from the Covenant Presbyte-
rian Church, Madison, Wisconsin

2. To allow the property committee to oversee the disposal of one old large desk.

3. To have a called meeting of session on October 8 to study the issues coming before the October 28-
29 meeting of Mission Presbytery in Victoria.

4. To appoint Anna Bohart and Bill Bohart as commissioners to Presbytery in Victoria - October 28 & 29.

5. For the October 9, 2011, called congregational meeting: To elect three members to serve on the
nominating committee to nominate elders and trustees for the class of 2014.

6. For the October 9, 2011, called congregational meeting:  To dissolve the current Co-Pastor Model and
revert to the Solo Pastor/Head of Staff model. If approved, to then confirm and affirm Linda
Whitworth-Reed as Solo Pastor/Head of Staff under the Terms of call to be presented to the congre-
gation at this meeting. If the congregation confirms and affirms Linda Whitworth-Reed as Solo
Pastor, her Terms of Call shall take effect upon review and approval of Mission Presbytery's Commit-
tee on Ministry (COM). As per the Book of Order, these are the only items that may be voted upon at
this called meeting. All votes cast on these two items shall be via written ballots.

7. (Due to the summer absence of the chair of the nominating committee):
To reduce the elder classes from 5 to 4 and to change the session year from January-December to
June-May.  This means that all those now serving on session will stay on until the May following the
end of their current class. (i.e. the class of 2011 continues until May 2012).  Also to elect the new class
of elders no more than 120 days prior to their being installed.

8. To sponsor the classes held by Kids n Cloud Arts for outreach into the community so that the classes
could be promoted within McAllen ISD.

9. To approve the replacement of the doors in the Narthex area to be paid out of the memorial fund.

10. To purchase a new buffer polisher to be paid out of the money donated by Bill Wilson.

11. To approve $3000 of designated money to be used by the choir for section leaders and special music.

12. To approve a continuing education class for Linda Whitworth-Reed on family systems which meets
monthly in San Antonio and to allow Linda to rearrange her schedule accordingly.

Session received, with regret, the resignation of Mark Magee.

Session attendance:
Ismael Cantu - excused absence

Present in alphabetical order by first name:
Anna Bohart Barbara Hervey Dana Friedman Gwyn Kozma Jeff Schmatz
Kelly Leonard Mary Cloud Pat Moyer Pinkie Schwarz Spud Brown
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SU CASA DE ESPERANZA
Su Casa de Esperanza began its new year for its Early Childhood toddler program on August 31,
after a brief summer break for the children and their mothers.  The year's activity calendar was
kicked off with an Open House for returning families and to introduce new families to the pro-
gram.

Staff members explained the various programs and signed up new families.  Su Casa aims to help
the older children, ages 3-4, make the transition from home to school.  Adult computer literacy
classes are being offered to the mothers while the children participate in the toddler class.  The
computer classes are being offered at the Pharr center through a partnership with the Pharr
Memorial Library who provides the instructor.

English classes will also be offered beginning October 3 for the mothers of all the toddlers.
Volunteers are needed for child care while mothers attend the English classes twice a week.  If
you would like to volunteer for this project and/or any other Su Casa program, contact Lucy
Fernandez, Executive Director, at 781-0276.

Children’s Music/Arts Class

The Children's Music/Arts class, now known
as the "WILD THINGS," meets each Sunday
from 9:00-10:15 a.m.  A light healthy
breakfast will be served!

Mary Cloud and Hannah Salinas will lead the class.  We
invite all young people ages almost 5-to-teens to join in
learning about our faith through song, drama and art.  In
addition to the "Wild Things", Mary is teaching community ART CLASSES.  The
classes meet in the upstairs art and music rooms.  Find out more about her
classes at www.marycloud.com or pick up a brochure in the fellowship hall.  You
can also call Mary at 956.500.7799.

If there are those who would like to sponsor a child whose family cannot afford
the classes, you are encouraged to do so and may make donations to First
Presbyterian Church of McAllen for that purpose.  Children from nearby schools
will be invited to participate by scholarship.
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From the Director of Lynn Flowers Preschool

Pat’s Pride
As I am sitting here, I am hearing all kinds of happy sounds coming out of the classrooms.
Children's laughter, boy's making car sounds, girl's making crying baby sounds, giggles galore,
children making animal sounds, and even teachers chirping like birds.

Wow, what fun is going on here!

You know, too many days we all get overpowered by all the things in our day that need to get
done.  We go from one priority to the next without really stopping to appreciate what the moment
has to offer us.

Being around little ones totally changes that perspective.  They live only in the moment, whether it
is joyous or sad.  But either one may only last a moment.

Listening to their sounds causes one to think more about this minute.   Getting from it what God
wants us to get and giving to it all we can to make it special for us and others around us.

You know, being around children each day has given me so many life lessons.

Enjoy your moments.

Miss Pat
Lynn Flowers Preschool Director
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2
Old Testament - Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
The Psalms - 19
The Gospels - Matthew 21:33-46
The Epistles - Philippians 3:4b-14

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9
Old Testament - Exodus 32:1-14
The Psalms - 106:1-6, 19-23
The Gospels - Matthew 22:1-14
The Epistles - Philippians 4:1-9

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16
Old Testament - Exodus 33:12-23
The Psalms - 99
The Gospels - Matthew 22:15-22
The Epistles - 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Join us for Worship!

Sundays
10:30 a.m.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23
Old Testament - Deuteronomy 34:1-12
The Psalms - 90:1-6, 13-17
The Gospels - Matthew 22:34-46
The Epistles - 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
Old Testament - Joshua 3:7-17
The Psalms - 107:1-7, 33-37
The Gospels - Matthew 23:1-12
The Epistles - 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13


